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The Process of Action Research

3) Action — (a) carries out the plan in the
practical situation and makes adjustment to

The method of action research is based on the the plan if an unpredictable situation or event
notion of a spiral of self-reflection. occurs (b) monitors and records the effect of
the action

1) Initial reflection — makes preliminary . .
observation to identify the problem / 4) Observation and reflection — reflects
dilemma / ambiguity critically on the action and the effect of the
project as a whole. The result of reflection will
2) Planning —what actions / changes usually arise for a further cycle of action

research
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Themes: the consistent ideas which emerged
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Patterns: the timing of the occurrences--
whether single or in a cluster
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Possible trends: the frequency of the patterns
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How should | record my findings?
(C. Macintyre, 2000)

+All data has to be reported and analyzed.

«If extracts are reported in the text, the full
documentation should go into the appendix to allow
the reader to understand the extracts in context.

-Different ‘answer’ can be displayed in different ways,
e.g. diagrams, tables, graphs (use graph paper), pie-
charts or bar graphs. Choose logical and appropriate
ones and explain what they mean if this is not obvious
form the display.




Consider the size of the claims you are making in
relation to the amount of evidence you have. Be very
wary of claiming generalization unless steps to
achieve this have been built into the research design.

-Remember that explanations, not descriptions, are
being sought. Remember that the research has tried
to discover why...

The format of the report

. The Cover (1 H):
* the title which captures the essence of the idea
* the author's name

2. Pre-text (AIS):
* acknowledgments
* contents
* synopsis/abstract

Text (IEX):

* Chapter1  Review of Literature
* Chapter2  Research Method

* Chapter3  Research Context

* Chapter4  Findings

* Chapter5  Conclusions and

Recommendations for further
inquiry

Post text (1€ 58)
* Bibliography
* Appendices
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